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HAGGRAY LEAVES DCBC TO PASTOR FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, D.C.

Washington, D.C., October 13, 2009—Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Haggray, Executive Director/Minister of the District of Columbia Baptist Convention (DCBC), has announced that he will become the pastor of First Baptist Church of the City of Washington, D.C. Haggray, who was voted in by the church on Oct. 11, has headed DCBC for more than eight years, having served as its first African American Executive Director/Minister. He will also become the first African American pastor in First Baptist Church’s 207-year history.

In a statement released to the Convention, Haggray said, “In announcing my call to pastor First Baptist Church of the City of Washington, D.C., I have double emotions, given my love for the D.C. Baptist Convention. The past eight years have been a wonderful time serving our congregations, taking on new challenges in missions, and working with our congregations. I am thankful to have had the opportunity to serve as Executive Director/Minister of the Convention.”

He added, “I am humbled and grateful for this opportunity to serve such an historic congregation [as First Baptist Church] with its rich heritage in this great city that I love.” 

[The full text of the statement is below].


Under Haggray’s leadership, DCBC has made significant strides in fulfilling its mission. He led the Convention in a comprehensive envisioning and restructuring process that resulted in a new strategic thrust entitled, “Vision 2010: Congregations Cooperating in Missions,” which shifted DCBC’s organizational and program strategy from convention-based missions to church-based ministries with increased networking and resource sharing among congregations. Vision 2010 helped to re-focus and revitalize DCBC after weathering a major financial setback in 2001. Shortly after Haggray became Executive Director/Minister, a reduction in financial support from the North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention resulted in a reduction in staff and many programs being eliminated. 

Through Vision 2010, which began in 2003, the Convention concentrated its efforts on supporting local DCBC church initiatives, and building partnerships that have strengthened DCBC churches and their ministries. Haggray also created four new practice centers in the areas of administration, ministerial leadership, church and community ministries and church health, evangelism and discipleship.

In addition, Haggray is credited with stabilizing the Convention and leaves DCBC in a good position financially and programmatically, having received clean audits annually and successfully led the Convention in increasing participation by ethnic and language congregations; expanding partnerships
-more-
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with national and international Baptist bodies such as the Baptist World Alliance, the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, the Alliance of Baptists, the Baptist General Association of Virginia and the Baptist General Convention of Texas; and, initiating a new integrated marketing communications plan, which revamped the website and changed the Convention’s visual identity including a new logo and slogan that points to DCBC’s vision, mission and foundational Christian principles, “One Faith. Many Cultures. Endless Possibilities.” 


Rev. Dr. Ella Redfield, President of DCBC and pastor of New Creation Baptist Church in Wheaton, Md., described Haggray as being uniquely gifted with a love for God’s people. 

“Dr. Haggray has distinguished himself as a visionary leader, theologian and someone who is passionate about ministry and missions. He is both inspirational and thought-provoking and has been able to bring people together to move the Convention forward in fulfilling our mission,” said Redfield. 

“We will really miss him, especially his sense of humor, but we are excited for him and glad he will still be in the DCBC family,” she added.


Specific details of Haggray’s departure and the transition will be announced during the DCBC Annual Meeting, which is being held Oct. 26-27 at Ft. Foote Baptist Church in Ft. Washington, Md. 

The District of Columbia Baptist Convention is a cooperative of more than 150 member churches, including First Baptist Church of the City of Washington, working together to strengthen Baptist congregations and advance God’s kingdom in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. Founded in 1801, DCBC is triply aligned with American Baptist Churches USA, the Progressive National Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist Convention. 

STATEMENT BY REV. DR. JEFFREY HAGGRAY

“I am honored to have been extended a call to pastor the First Baptist Church of the City of Washington, D.C. I am humbled and grateful for this opportunity to serve such an historic congregation with its rich heritage in this great city that I love. 


First Baptist Church of the City of Washington, D.C. has a long history of distinguished ministry and has made enormous contributions to Baptist life in America. Their pastors have also been highly regarded and I have a real sense of appreciation that the congregation called me to serve in this role. I accept this call and solicit the prayers of my D.C. Baptist Convention family.


In announcing my call to First Baptist Church, I have double emotions given my love for the D.C. Baptist Convention.  The past eight years have been a wonderful time serving our congregations, taking on new challenges in missions and working with our congregations. I am thankful for the opportunity to serve as Executive Director/Minister of the Convention and I am glad that I leave the DCBC in a good position to continue serving churches and fulfilling its mission. There are committed officers and committee chairs as well as an extremely competent and solid staff. D.C. Baptists can rest assured of the Convention’s ability to withstand this transition and can look forward to continued ministry efforts to advance God’s kingdom in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area.”
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